DVBSBridge for MyTheatre – installation and configuration

DVBSBridge for MyTheatre installation

Preconditions

You have to be running as Administrator.

It is advised to turn off UAC if you are running under Vista.

You have to have DVBSBridge service installed before you start installation of DVBSBridge for MyTheatre source plugin.

You have to have MyTheatre installed and set up before you start installation of DVBSBridge for MyTheatre source plugin.

If you are upgrading from the previous version of DVBSBridge

If you are upgrading from the previous version of DVBSBridge, you should do the following before you start installation of the new version:

· Save your existing mtmcebridge_channels.ini (from <<current installation path of DVBSBridge>>\Sources\MyTheatre). You will need this file after the installation to restore your channel mappings.

· If you have changed default configuration values of DVBSBridge for MyTheatre source plugin, please remember those changes. You will have to reapply them after installation completes.

Installation

To install DVBSBridge service start DVBSBridgeMT.msi installation executable. Once it is started you will be presented with the installation wizard. Follow the instructions of this wizard to install the software.

In case of upgrade, when installation is finished, copy your old mtmcebridge_channels.ini file over the new one in << installation path of DVBSBridge>>\Sources\MyTheatre to restore channel mappings.

Channel mappings configuration

Before you can search for services in MCE you have to do mapping of MyTheatre channels to DVB-T frequencies. This process is described later in “DVBSBridge for MyTheatre Configuration” chapter later in this document.

(Re)Start DVBSBridge service

At the Service tab of DVBSBridge configuration utility press “Start Service” button. This should start the service.

If your source program is configured to start as a service it will be started as well. Check if it is indeed so in the Task Manager.

If your source program is not configured to start as service – start it manually and (optionally) configure it for autostartup.

Scan channels in MCE

Setup the TV signal in MCE and perform channel scanning. MCE should find all channels, which you have mapped.

If there are no (or not all) channels found, please remember that DVBSBridge assumes that the whole DVB-T frequency range is available. In certain countries it might be not so evident. To verify this assumption, change the MCE region to Germany and redo the scan.

You can also use Frequency  Detector utility to profile the DVB-T frequencies, which are available in your region as described in the DVBSBridge service installation and configuration document.

DVBSBridge for MyTheatre configuration

Applying the changes

For all configuration changes to become effective DVBSBridge service has to be restarted. If MyTheatre is not started as a part of service it has to be restarted as well.

DVBSBridge Configuration utility

Configuration of DVBSBridge for MyTheatre is done using DVBSBridge Configuration utility (DVBSBridge.Config.exe). Launch the utility and select Sources tab. If MyTheatre is not the current source, select it using the ChangeSource button on this tab.

DVBSBridge for MyTheatre has the following configuration items:
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· SourceApplication. This configuration item selects the fully qualified path to MyTheatre executable – MTStart.exe. Please make sure that you select this executable and not the MyTheatre.exe itself. This configuration item must be set correctly independently of whether you intend to run MyTheatre as a service or not (see next configuration item) because the path is used to determine location of MyTheatre channel database.

· StartAsService. This configuration item defines whether MyTheatre will be started and stopped automatically by DVBSBridge service.

· Running as a system service. In general it is preferred that user sets this item to “Yes” as it will allow standby functionality and scheduled recordings will work without having the need for user to logon. However, make sure that MyTheatre does not produce any dialog boxes during its operations as it will be running under System account and will not be visible to the end user. 
It might also be needed to reenter MyTheatre registration information when running from service under System user account. To do this you have to
- If you are running XP MCE, then in the DVBSBridge service properties check "Enable Service to interact with Desktop" check box 
- If you are running Vista, then in the DVBSBridge service properties check "Enable Service to interact with Desktop" check box. Next to that you have to start "Interactive services detection" service to actually see the messages.
Once you have done this, start the service. During its start-up it will also automatically start MyTheatre. Enter the registration information into MyTheatre and stop the service. Then clear the “Allow service to interact with desktop” checkbox and start service again for the system to work.

· Running MyTheatre as a normal program. In case when MyTheatre is configured not to run under the service you may add MyTheatre to the start-up folder for automatic start-up. When using DVBSBridge plugin MyTheatre will always start on itself in the background mode. For MyTheatre to operate properly please make sure that you have UAC switched off!

· CodePage. Due to the fact that MyTheatre does not provide information on the currently used code page of channel and provider names, this configuration value might be used to help DVBSBridge to translate it correctly to Unicode. Select the code page, which matches your Windows-wide codepage. If you do not have problems with the channel names, leave this setting in its default value.

· LogLevel. This configuration item allows to change the log level of the DVBSBridge plugin for MyTheatre. Values: NoLogging, ErrorsAndWarnings, Info, ExtendedInfo. The log messages are written to mtmcebridge.log file in the DVBSBridge\Sources\MyTheatre folder.

· ChannelChangeTimeout. This configuration item defines the maximum time that DVBSBridge waits for “channel changed” acknowledgement from MyTheatre after it has requested channel change.

· StartupTimeout. This configuration item defines how long DVBSBridge service waits for MyTheatre to become operational after its start-up (only applicable when MyTheatre is running as a service).

· ShutdownTimeout, This configuration item defines how long DVBSBridge service waits for MyTheatre to shutdown after it has received a request to do so (only applicable when MyTheatre is running as a service).

· WaitForSignal. This configuration item defines how long DVBSBridge waits for the streaming data to appear after successful channel change. Users with motorized satellite dish should set this value to 10-15 seconds, depending on the speed of the motor.
Configuring channel mappings

DVBSBridge plugin can only map MyTheatre channels, which are added to one of the MyTheatre favorites. Please refer to MyTheatre documentation on how to add a channel to one of the favorites. The name of the favorites does not matter as DVBSBridge picks up the channels from all MyTheatre favorites.

Start MTMCEChannelEditor.exe application from DVBSBridge\Sources\MyTheatre folder. On its start-up this application reads the content of channel mappings configuration file and the content of MyTheatre channel database. The main window of the channel editor application looks like this:
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The list on the left shows the DVB-T frequencies, available for mapping and MyTheatre channels, already mapped to them.

The list on the right shows channels from all MyTheatre favorites. The list of channels shows channel name, favorite group it belongs to, channel number and DVB-T frequency that it is mapped to. The list can be sorted on any of those attributes. 

There are several operations available:

· Synchronize! This operation does the following: it takes all of the channels from MyTheatre favorites and checks whether some of the already mapped channels are not present in this list anymore. If it is the case, it removes the channel from DVB-T frequency mapping. Then it walks through the list again and checks whether there are new channels (e.g. without mappings yet). If they exist, it adds them to the DVB-T frequency mappings. The frequency mappings for all other channels are preserved.
In principle, this operation is the only thing you have to do to synchronize your MyTheatre favorite channels and MCE channels. However, in some cases you might need more advanced operations to manipulate frequency mappings. These operations are listed below.

· Remove Selected Mappings. This operation clears the DVB-T frequency mappings for the frequencies, selected in the left pane. (Please note that you can selected more then frequency by holding Ctrl or Shift key while pressing the left mouse button).

· Map Selected Channels. This operation adds selected MyTheatre favorite channels to the DVB-T frequency mappings. MTMCEChannelEditor decides on itself which frequencies to use. (Please note that you can selected more then frequency by holding Ctrl or Shift key while pressing the left mouse button).

· Map channels to the selected frequency. This operation allows you to map a particular channel to the selected DVB-T frequency. For this operation you have to have exactly one channel and one frequency selected in both panes.

EPG Scanning
DVBSBridge has built in EPG parser, which parses EPG information that comes with the satellite stream. In the Channel Mappings dialog you can configure whether a particular channel will be scanned for presence of EPG information. The scanning itself happens during idle time and as such does not influence playback or recording of satellite stream. By default all channels are excluded from the EPG scanning. Select the channels, which you would like to be scanned for EPG information (you can select more then one channel at a time by pressing and holding Shift or Control key) and  press “Add to EPG scan list” button. Likewise “Remove from EPG scan list” button should be used to remove channels from the EPG scanning list.

Scanned EPG information is saved in EPG directory of DVBSBridge installation folder.

After you have finished manipulating frequency mappings do not forget to save the new mappings by pressing “Save Mappings and Exit” button.
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